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August 8, 1913 1654 

QUARANTINE INSTRUCTIONS. 

August 4, 1913. 
To medical officers in charge, acting assistant surgeons in charge, 

national quarantine stations, and others concerned: 

This letter is intended to replace bureau letters of August 9, 1912, 
September 25, 1912, October 8, 1912, November 18, 1912, January 
20, 1913, and February 15, 1913. 

Vessels from the following ports are to be fumigated throughout 
for the destruction of rats upon their arrival at United States ports 
and the masters of said vessels are to be directed in writing to have 
all lines or hawsers leading to shore protected by rat guards, when such 
vessels are lying at United States ports, all gangplanks to be raised 
at night unless men be stationed near by to destroy escaping rats: 

1 . All ports in South America, including the river ports thereof. 

2. All ports in Africa (including the Azores, Canary Islands, Cape 
Verde Islands, and Madeira). 

3. All ports in Asia (including those of the Straits Settlements, 
Japan, the Philippine Islands, and Malay Archipelago). 

Vessels from the following ports are to be fumigated throughout 
for the destruction of rats upon their arrival at United States ports, 
as often as once every four months, unless there are quarantine 
reasons where fumigation should be made more often : 

1. West Indian ports, exclusive of Cuban and Porto Rican ports. 

The traffic from Porto Rican ports is subject to special outgoing 
quarantine regulations, which are frequently modified to meet exist- 
ing sanitary conditions. 

Until further notice vessels from Liverpool are exempt from rou- 
tine restrictions, and are to be Seated as indicated under general 
quarantine regulations. 

Fumigation of vessels from ports in Australia may be limited to 
the provisions of paragraph 112, page 39, United States Quarantine 
Regulations of 1910, and the certificates of fumigation of the Aus- 
tralian quarantine officials may be accepted when presented in 
compliance with the above-mentioned paragraph. 

SPECIAL OUTGOING QUARANTINE REGULATIONS FOR SAN JUAN, P. R., 
IN FORCE SINCE NOVEMBER 15, 1913. 

1. Loading and unloading of freight permitted day and night, if 
from rat-proofed wharves under service supervision. 

2. Stored fruit allowed shipped, provided the place of storage has 
been a rat-proof wharf or warehouse; fumigation of vessels limited 
to once every six months, 



1655 August 8, 1913 

SPECIAL REGULATIONS IN EFFECT AT HABANA, CUBA. 

1 . All regular line vessels to be fumigated once every six months. 

2. Ward Line vessels in the Mexico-Habana-New York trade will 
be fumigated in New York every six months, when empty, and must 
present a special certificate of fumigation. 

3. No articles of merchandise so packed as to be liable to harbor 
rats may be allowed shipment, unless repacked or fumigated under 
medical supervision. 

4. Vessels leaving Habana will be fumigated more often than once 
every six months if there be a quarantine necessity therefor, or else if 
inspection shows rat infestation. 

Note. — Vessels carrying perishable cargoes, unless contraindicated 
by their general sanitary status, may be given provisional pratique 
and allowed to proceed to the wharf, there to remove said perishable 
cargo prior to the process of fumigation, the vessel, however, to be 
protected during the removal of such perishable cargo by the use of 
rat guards, and precautions, such as the raising of gangplanks, to pre- 
vent the escape of rats from the vessels. 

Eespectfully, Eupert Blue, 

Surgeon General. 



